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JANET PHYLLIS HAYDEN — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.07 am]: I rise this morning to 
acknowledge and pay tribute to respected Noongar elder Janet Phyllis Hayden, who passed away on 29 June 2017 
at the age of 83 years. Janet was born at the Rusty Bridge Reserve in Brookton in 1934 and would go on to become 
a fierce advocate for Aboriginal causes for over half a century. Throughout her life, Janet worked tirelessly for the 
betterment of Aboriginal people in many different fields, from calling for better resources in Aboriginal health and 
education services to advocating on behalf of members of the stolen generation. She was a key figure in the 
establishment of the Southern Aboriginal Corporation in Albany and the Seabrook Aboriginal Corporation in 
Brookton, and was heavily involved in the transfer of land back to Aboriginal people through those corporations. 
She was a well-known figure in the Aboriginal community for the shaping of government policy for Aboriginal 
people, and advised successive governments for over 50 years. During her tenure as chairwoman of the 
Western Australian Aboriginal Advisory Council, Janet was a strong supporter of the establishment of the 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, and she worked tirelessly to try to better relations between 
the Aboriginal community and WA Police. She also served as chairwoman of the Aboriginal Legal Service of WA 
and the Western Australian Aboriginal–Police Relations Committee. 

In recent years, Janet was instrumental in the drafting of the Noongar (Koorah, Nitja, Boordahwan) (Past, Present, 
Future) Recognition Act, which passed the state Parliament in 2016. This legislation, which recognised the 
Noongar people as the traditional owners of the south west of Western Australia as part of the south west native 
title settlement, was, for Janet, the culmination of a decades-long battle for recognition for her people. 

Those who knew Aunty Janet would always comment on her strength, her passion for her community, and her 
openness and willingness to share in her knowledge and her culture. Her contribution to the advancement of so 
many issues affecting Aboriginal people will always be remembered, and her spirit will be very much missed. 
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